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Since 2016, Escolta has provided beet crop 

growers with broad-spectrum control of the 

key foliar diseases - rust, powdery mildew, 

cercospora leaf spot and ramularia leaf 

spot - increasing crop greening and yields.

IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT
In the 2018/19 season, field observations revealed 
cercospora infections in a number of New Zealand 
locations and, in some instances, control was less  
than expected.

Infected leaf samples were sent to the Bayer experts 
in Germany for testing, and the results showed that 
the G143A mutation (which confers resistance to QoI 
Group 11 fungicides) was present in all samples. This 
impacts Escolta activity against cercospora as Escolta 
contains trifloxystrobin, a QoI fungicide.

Left image: Cercospora symptoms 
Right image: Cercospora infection March 19, Canterbury



WHAT CONDITIONS FAVOUR  
CERCOSPORA LEAF SPOT?
To develop, cercospora infections require high 
humidity (>90%), prolonged leaf wetness, and warm 
temperatures (>16°C). With favourable conditions, 
particularly higher temperatures (around 25°C), 
cercospora can spread rapidly, affecting leaf quality 
and reducing leaf area and bulb yields. Dense 
canopies can create conditions ideal for disease 
development, especially with irrigation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Bayer recommends Escolta is applied at the first signs 
of disease infection. A second application may be 
made 3-4 weeks later if the threat continues.

This will maintain high-quality foliage by giving 
excellent control of rust, powdery mildew, and 
ramularia leaf spot, allowing your crops to deliver their 
full yield potential.

However, in areas where cercospora resistance 
is present, and in seasons favourable for  disease 
development, Escolta may not adequately control 
cercospora. It’s important to note that, at this stage, 
the resistance is limited to cercospora only and 
distribution of the resistance within New Zealand is not 
fully understood. 

When using Escolta on beet crops, you can reduce  
the severity of disease by adopting sound agricultural 
and irrigation practices, and closely following  
use instructions.



WE’LL KEEP YOU INFORMED
Bayer will continue to test cercospora populations for 
sensitivity to QoI fungicides and share findings and 
insights into the application of Escolta in beet crops.

For more information on cercospora, please contact 
your Bayer Regional Business Manager or go to  
hardtobeet.co.nz

Escolta is registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997, No. P9302 and 
approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996, No. HSR101050.Escolta® is a 
registered trademark of the Bayer Group. © Bayer Crop Science 2022.

Disclaimers: Before using the products read and carefully observe directions, 
cautionary statements and other information appearing on the product label. 
Our technical information, whether given verbally or in writing, is based 
on extensive testing. It is, to the best of our current knowledge, true and 
accurate, but given without warranty in as much as the conditions of use 
and storage are beyond our control. Descriptions and property data of the 
product do not contain any statement as to liability for possible damage.  
In other respects our conditions of sale apply.

We’re with you in the field
cropscience.bayer.co.nz
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Upper North Island Phil Bertram 021 426 825

Gisborne and  
Hawke’s Bay

Marc Fox  
Customer Market 
Manager

021 426 823

Lower North Island /  
Nelson / Marlborough

Susie Dalgety 021 426 824

North and  
Mid Canterbury

David Parker 021 760 794

Mid and  
South Canterbury

David Weith 021 426 096

Otago and  
Southland

Daniel Suddaby 021 426 822

New Zealand
Jonathon Shields 
Market Development 
Agronomist

021 540 298
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